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White House Denies New Funds
To Fight Terrorism, Senator Says

>

By PHILIP SHENON
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 2 — The Rea-

' Senate ect Com-

i Intelligence.

The Senator, M Bentsen, said he
would introduce legislation to include
the money in the budget. Removing it
was ‘‘just counterproductive,” said
Mr. Bentsen, a Texas Democrat.

According to figures the Senator re-
leased, the bureau submitted a budget
proposal calling for an increase in
counterterrorism funds to about $50
million in the 1986 fiscal year from $39
million this year. The money was to be

’ used to add agents to counterterrorism
programs across the country.

But when the Office of Management
and Budget submitted the Administra-
tion’s budget to Congress earlier this
year, it added only about $300,000 in

. counterterrorism funds to the bureau’s
| budget, the Senator said.

The budget office, which routinely
reduces requests for more funds,
refused to explain its decision.

‘Terrorism on the Increase’

“It’s one of the most foolish things
I've seen since I’'ve been up here,”

Senator Bentsen said. “‘Here you have |
terrorism on an increase around the |

world, and you know it’s going to in-
| crease in the United States.” -

' Jack DeVore, Mr. Bentsen’s press
secretary, the Senator learned of the
. action when he asked sources at the bu-
reau about its counterespionage pro-

grams. The inquiries had been
prompted by recent disclosures about a
purported Navy spy ring, he said.

He said that the Senator would prob-
ably attempt to provide the $11 million
by amending an appropriation bill.

Jim Currie, a member of the Intelli-

gence Committee staff, said in a June
25 memorandum to the Senator that
about $8 million of the extra money
would be used to add 191 agents and
support workers to counterterrorism
programs.
Under the bureau’s budget proposal,
many of those workers would be as-
signed to antiterrorism task forces that
now operate in Boston, Chicago, New
York and Washington. He said the
extra money would also be used to
create new task forces in Los Angeles,
Newark and San Francisco.

The F.B.I. would not comment on
Mr. Bentsen’s assertions and issued a
general statement supporting the Ad-
ministration’s budget proposal. ‘“We're
grateful for the support we’ve received
from the Administration and Congress
in combating terrorist operations,”
said Tony Genakos, a spokesman for
the bureau.

The Office of Management and
Budget had no comment.
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